
  
 
 
Workshop Non Motorized transport” access for All” 
 
 
 
Preparation 
In April 2009 a regional conference of Cities for Mobility was held in the Brazilian city of 
Florianópolis as part of an International Bicycle week. This conference was financed with 
funds of the City of Stuttgart and IBC - Movilization. The objective was to prepare the theme 
of social cohesion and transport on a regional level and thus gather a firm input for the World 
Congress of Cities for Mobility. 
 
The regional conference organization was in hands of the City of Florianopolis (IPUF) 
assisted by IBC MOVILIZATION. Some 60 participants attended the conference and many 
Brazilian cities were represented. The Mayor of Stuttgart, Dr. Wolfgang Schuster, opened the 
regional conference with a video message and the vice Mayor of Florianopolis from his side 
welcomed all the participants. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Mayor Schuster welcomes participants of regional meeting in Florianópolis (photo R Ditewig) 
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The main result of the gathering was the preparation of a charter which declared the necessity 
of access to cities not only for private motorized transport but most of all for pedestrians, 
elderly people, school children cyclists.  
 
Presentations 
During the two days event several presentations were made but the most shocking information 
which was discussed were figures from Sao Paulo which made very clear how different social 
classes had astonishing differences considering access to transport and different transport 
modes. The example of mothers who travel 2 hours from outskirts of the city to their work, 
then work 10 hours and travel back home. Look after their family and than have little hours to 
sleep make it very evident that access to good transport is of utmost importance to quality of 
life. The conclusion that “Transport as an essential right like housing, education, drinking 
water “ has to be  put higher on the political agenda was therefore one of the main conclusions 
of the seminar and workshop. 
 
 
 

  What a charter can do 
 

 
Children are future for attitude change in transport behaviour –cycle track in Florianopolis  
(continent side) photo R Ditewig. 
 
As a result of the regional seminar a Charter was proposed as a means of improving 
involvement of the political sector of participating cities.  
 
In the workshop in Stuttgart a lively discussion took place about the relevance of such 
a document. However after many arguments pro and con passing the table it was 
agreed that the charter as presented was an efficient strategic tool for change in cities 
as not only politicians compromise themselves by signing the document but also other 
local actors as city planners, local activists and NGO can benefit from the status of the 



Charter. Apart from subscribing the content of the Charter also the participation of 
many cities in the network of Cities for Mobility and Movilization has a positive effect 
as cities identify themselves in competence with others.  Also the exchange of 
knowledge between cities is an effective stimulus effect of the Charter. However it 
should be emphasized that the Charter as such is not the end goal but only a first step 
on the path of achieving better access to mobility for all parts of society especially the 
most vulnerable city dwellers, being children, woman, poor and elderly people. 
 
In the other part of the CfM workshop in Stuttgart presentations of safe routes to 
school were held from the cities of Utrecht, Florianopolis and Stuttgart. These cases 
showed in detail how different cities try to take concrete measures in order to provide 
safe school environment for one of the target groups mentioned in the Charter “Access 
for All” signed in Stuttgart by the Mayors of Stuttgart and Florianópolis.  
 
Invitation for all 
We hope many cities will follow the example of these two mayors and also sign the 
charter in order to start or to stimulate the process of promoting sustainable transport 
and access for all in order to guarantee better living conditions and social cohesion for 
their inhabitants. (see for more information www.movilization.org ) 
 

 
Charter “Access for All” signed by Stuttgart and Florianopolis during the 2009 Ccities for Mobility 
World Congress 
  


