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Singapore – Tropical Li0le Red Dot

Land	Area:	720	km2		
Popula2on:	5,500,000	
Density:	7,700	/	km2		
Per	Capita	GDP:		
USD	$86,000	
Temperature:	25°C	to	33°C	



Singapore – Master Plan 2013

q  Green	Spaces	everywhere	
q  Carefully	planned	since	1819	
q  Stable	and	growing	in	leaps	and	bounds	

since	1965	
q  Pragma2c	governance….	

q With	a	few	roadbumps….	Like	the	story	
of	Cycling	in	Singapore	



In the Not-So-Distant Past (before the 90s)…

There	were	already	people	cycling	for	commutes	and	leisure.	For	some,	it	was	a	means	
of	livelihood.	



Are Cyclists Forgo0en?

Y:	1965	
P:	1.9M	
A:	680	sqkm	
D:	2865	

Y:	1990	
P:	3.0M	
A:	680	sqkm	
D:	4548	

Y:	2014	
P:	5.5M	
A:	717	sqkm	
D:	7737	
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What Happened to Cycling?
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Ground Swell 2009 – 2016: More People on Bicycles; A Case of 
Affluence?

q 	Increased	number	of	par-cipants	in	local	bicycle	races	
q 	Increased	bicycle	sales,	especially	in	foldies,	fixies,	and	road	bikes	
q 	Increase	in	cycling	interest	groups	
q 	Increased	online	discussions;	more	awareness	(video	cameras?)	

q 	Opening	of	Shimano	World		



GroundSwell Year 2013: Localized PoliXcal Willpower

The	Birth	of	Tampines	as	Singapore’s	First	Cycling	Town	(gaze]ed	in	2013)	

INFRASTRUCTURE	

-	Implemented	
shared	paths	and	
segregated	cycling	
paths	

-	Bicycle	crossing	
signals	

-	Sheltered	bicycle	
parking	near	MRT	
sta-on	

	

EDUCATION	&	
ENFORCEMENT	

-	Volunteer	Cycling	
Wardens	

-	Safe	Cycling	Clinics	

POLICY	

-	Only	town	(then)	to	
allow	cycling	on	
footpath	

EXAMPLE	FOR	
OTHERS	TO	FOLLOW	

-	6	other	towns	
earmarked	for	
transforma-on	un-l	
2015	

-	Testbed	to	develop	
na-onal	cycling	
framework	



Before 2014 – Government agencies tried to keep up!

q 	Land	ownership	belong	to	different	public	
agencies	

q 	No	proper	coordina-on	=	bad	planning	and	
design	

q 	Cyclists	not	happy;	pedestrians	not	happy	



And then came the PMDs…

2,000,000	Years	 200	Years	 2	Years!	



Government agencies faced a headache…



But it’s the Singapore brand of PragmaXc Governance…



The NaXonal Cycling Plan 
(since 2014)

“… a collaborative effort involving 
agencies … to make cycling a 
safe, healthy and convenient 

transport option for 
Singaporeans”	
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Government sets up AcXve 
Mobility Unit (AMU) in 
2015



Car-Free Sundays 
(Since February 2016)



Walk, Cycle, Ride Campaign  
(Since April 2016)



Announcement of Revised 
Traffic Rules and Code of 
Conduct for Cyclists and PMD 
users 
(Since April 2016)



Launch of NaXonal Safe Cycling 
EducaXon Programme 
(Since May 2016)



Ang Mo Kio Walking & Cycling Town 
(since 11 June 2016)

11	June	2016:	First	por-on	of	1.5km	length	open	

	

End	July	2016:	2nd	por-on	of	2.5km	will	be	open	



Future North-South Corridor (By 2026)



OpportuniXes
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